just received the valued decoration of the Royal Red Cross from the Queen, was the only trained nurse in Tien-tsin during the first awful days of the siege. She herself was wounded by a shell, in spite of which she continued nursing without cessation. This is no doubt one of the reasons for which she was awarded the distinction, and it will be admitted that she richly deserved it. Miss Bourguignon is a member of the Royal National Pension for Nurses.
MEDALS FOR PLAGUE NURSES.
The new year at Belvidere Fever Hospital, Glasgow was ushered in by a band of nurses serenading the matron and afterwards the patients with " A guid New *BYear to ane an' a'." On New Year's Day the nurses partook of an excellent dinner, after which the annual visit of the Lord Provost and committee took place. The hall was tastefully decorated, and when filled with the nurses in their pretty uniforms had a charming effect. After addresses ?given by Lord Provost Chisholm and several members of the committee, medals were given to those who had nursed the plague patients. The The hours of labour of the nurses of the Sydney Hospital have been brought under the notice of the Legislative Assembly. According to the Sydney Daily Telegraph of November 28th, Mr. Holman informed the Assembly that the nurses were kept at work for no less than eighty hours per week, with only one full holiday of twenty-four hours in the year. He contended that it was impossible for them to perform their very delicate duties efficiently under " such inhuman conditions." The Premier said that "he had already heard rumours with regard to the way in which the nurses of the Sydney Hospital were treated, and he had given instructions that these ladies were not to be worked like slaves." When it becomes necessary for the Legislature to intervene for the protection of the nurses of a hospital, the time for sweeping changes in the institution has clearly arrived.
MATERNITY NURSE v. MIDWIFE.
The majority of members of the Rugby District Nursing Association think that the poor women of the town prefer the services of a certificated midwife, who is supposed to be qualified to take the case alone, to a trained maternity nurse who works under a' doctor, and they have accordingly decided to engage the former. But there was a dissenting minority. The Rector of Rugby, who said that" if they were going to give it out that they were about to employ a midwife without emphasising that the proper thing was to employ a doctor he should be very sorry for upon the return voyage, though five of the 269 men were very ill, and it was scarcely thought that they would reach England alive. All those who were able to partake of seasonable fare on Christmas Day were given eggs and eocoa, jam and marmalade, in addition to porridge for breakfast; whilst those who were not well enough to eat plum pudding had fresh fish and fruit. Great care had to. be exercised to prevent the good things from being given to the wrong patients. A glass of port was allowed to each man after dinner, and a concert was held in the evening. At the annual meeting of the Crediton Sick Nurse Association Lady Audrey Buller advocated the employment of a maternity nurse, and said she was very anxious about the subject as the result of her experience at Aldershot.
At Crediton there was no certificated maternity nurse, and it was most sad and painful, she "The Stag at Bay" is an olci friend, and most of us are so familiar with it in the engraving that it is pleasant to come across the original drawing. Another picture by Sir Edwin is the " Midsummer Night's- Dream" showing Titania and Bottom with their attendant fairies, and it is a most strange and beautiful piece of colouring. There are also some well-known Turners?the " Minotaur," an awe-inspiring realistic shipwreck, and "Venice," full of the sunshine and atmosphere in painting which this artist was an adept. InMillais' diploma work, " Souvenir of Velasquez,'7 the pretty little girl in her bright Spanish costume causesone to realise that the work which was painted to justify the artist's admission into the Academy did so in very truth, and was a fitting prelude to " The Gamblers Wife,"" "Winter Fuel" and "Merry," all of which are just now housed under the same roof. Of Lord Leighton's work there is not much, only " The Slinger " and a
Study of a Girl's Head." The single Rossetti, "The Vision of Fiammetta"" makes one long for another, so magnificent is the feast cf colour.
One of the most beautiful sea pieces in the exhibition is Hamilton Macallum's "Water Frolic," boysbathing in the sea, which is instinct with life and happiness, and throws into strong contrast Frank Holls' masterly canvas redolent of grief, " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away." The former has improved wonderfully by age, and the story which it tells, so simply, so sorrowfully, and yet so naturally, seems to come a pain with fresh force to the beholder after the lapse of years. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of either of Albert Moore's works, "The Quartette " and
The Summer Night," or of Cecil Lawson's " The Storm." In the latter the colour does not appear to have improved; it seems to have grown dark and heavy, whilst the daintiness and freshness of the former artist's productions appear to have lessened. This, however, may be a case of recollection having beautified a work beyond its actual merit. But all nurses who love pictures should not fail to go to the Royal Academy and judge for themselves, for the collection has much to please and much to instruct, and it is well sometimes to refresh one's memory as to what has been done in the past. (167) Will you kindly tell me the duties and salary of a matron's maid, and f thirty is too old for that position ??C. C.
The duties and salary would be similar to those of liouse-parlourmaid.
The age would be very suitable.
Canada.
(168) Can you tell me anything about the training schools for nurses in Canada ? I want to know the terms for training salaries, &c.?AngloCanadian.
You will find full particulars of the more important training schools of Canada in"Burdett's Official Nursing Directory," pp. 320-324. Salaries vary from nil to $108?that is about ?21?for the first year.
Advertising.
(169) Will you kindly advise us as to the best way of making bur medical, surgical, and convalescent home known ? We wish to make it one especially for those recovering from infectious diseases, offering reduced terms to nurses, but fear that if we advertise in the usual way our neighbours may be alarmed.?Kathleen H. A.
Could you not work up a connection by sending your circular and references to medical men, nursing institutions, and societies working on sanitary and philanthropic objects ? You could obtain addresses through the " Medical Directory," " Burdett's Official Nursing Directory," and the " Englishwoman's Year Book." You must be careful not to contravene the sanitary law, which is very strict in regard to the exposure or removal of patients who are still infectious.
Aged Nurse
